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Greetings, Fairies!

Thanks to your generosity and commitment to women in our community, Fairy
Godmothers had another successful year. Special thanks to the Advisory
Committee for their thoughtful leadership throughout 2025, including several new
members who brought fresh ideas and perspectives.

Our financial position remains strong. We received $42,290 through the 2025 Grow
Green effort, raised several thousand dollars at our annual golf tournament co-
hosted by the Guardians, and benefited from generous individual contributions.
Our endowment now stands at nearly $1 million, which is truly something to
celebrate!

Grants continue to be the heart of our mission. Our dedicated 26-member Grants
Committee carefully reviews requests and awards up to $1,000 for emergency
needs such as car repairs, dental work, and mattresses. Recipients are now eligible
to reapply after three years, and we are considering increasing the maximum
award. We are grateful to Shepherd’s Crossing for helping streamline the
application process.

The HUG (Hand Up Grant) provides scholarships up to $3,000 to support education
and career advancement. This year, in collaboration with Manhattan Area
Technical College (MATC), we expanded funding to include GED programming
and testing and added K-State students to our list of eligible recipients. HUG
grants support students at MATC, K-State, Manhattan Christian College, and Bellus
Academy.

The Advisory Committee focused on two key areas this year. First, we continued
exploring ways to support childcare in our community and are now partnering
with the newly launched Childcare Business Initiative, with plans to make an
impact in 2026. Second, we clarified roles and responsibilities with the Greater
Manhattan Community Foundation (GMCF), which manages our funds and
supports fundraising, marketing, and communications. A new Memorandum of
Understanding strengthens our collaboration and ensures clarity moving forward.

In addition to our work, we enjoyed gathering at the golf tournament, Wanderful
Wednesday, the Lingerie Luncheon, and our annual meeting. Watch for
upcoming events on Facebook, our website, and through email and mailings.

Thank you for your continued dedication to Fairy Godmothers. We look forward to
another year of women helping women.

Lori Goetsch –- Advisory Committee Chair
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In 2025, the Grants Committee awarded 64 grants totaling $54,505. The
maximum grant given was $1000. Grants meet needs not addressed by
other social service agencies and are not provided for food, lodging and
utilities, legal services, car registration, or insurance. Grant monies are
allocated from endowment proceeds, the Golf Tournament, and donations
to the Grants Fund. We thank Shepherd’s Crossing for their careful and
thoughtful vetting of applicants. Grant recipients must be 18 years of age or
older and be a Manhattan resident for at least one year. Applicants cannot
receive a grant more often than one every three years.

Serving on the Grants Committee is very rewarding. As the first fund of the
Fairy Godmothers, hundreds of women in our community have been
helped, and there are many more that need our assistance. Below is just a
small sampling of the stories we here.

Peggy Crubel and Usha Reddi – Co-Chairs

Grants Committee

This grant is for a 51-year-old Riley County resident who has lived in the
area for over 20 years. She lives on disability which comes out to about
$1,200. Fortunately, she also receives housing assistance, so her monthly
rent is about $200. This woman is very sick and is not able to work. A
consequence of her progressing illness is that her mattress is currently
unusable. She is asking the Fairy Godmothers to help her get a new
mattress.

This woman is a 49-year-old single mom living in Manhattan with her two
teenage daughters. She works full-time and picks up extra hours
whenever possible to make ends meet. Despite a tight budget, she makes
it work by relying on local food pantries, free vaccination days from K-
State, Harvesters, and Common Table. She lives with a chronic immune
disorder and doesn’t have health insurance, but she’s grateful for a
compassionate doctor who helps manage her care affordably. She is
seeking help to repair her car so she can continue to work. 

This woman is seeking a grant for dental work. She has 17 years’
experience as an LPN but developed cancer 5 years ago. Things are
moving in a good direction medically, but she is struggling financially, and
her savings are now depleted. Even with dental insurance, her out-of-
pocket fees seem insurmountable. She expressed her gratitude for any
help we could give. 

Grants
Committee:

Quarter #1
Betty Bachamp
Bronwyn Fees
Sue Rice
Cathy Scroggs
Beverly Fulton 
Peggy Crubel
Usha Reddi

Quarter #2
Judy Regehr
Rebecca Gould
Vera Hintz
Gail Urban
Jo Lyle 
Jane Pringle
Usha Reddi

Quarter #3
Sue Bradley
Tawny Ochs
Therese Miller
Kayla Savage
Sheri Vesta
Ashley Stalnaker
Mickey Chance-
Reay
Usha Reddi

Quarter #4
Cathy Scroggs
Phyllis Slocombe
Donna Erpelding
Mary Beth Reese 
Cinda Vogel
Kay Stith
Cathy Waugh
Kay Weigel
Usha Reddi



The 19th Annual Golf Tournament was not without some challenges
this year. It was scheduled for Oct. 6 but Mother Nature decided
that it was not going to happen. A fall downpour that began
overnight and continued thru the morning determined our need to
reschedule it! It was played the following Monday, Oct. 13 and most
teams and golfers were able to be there.

We are fortunate to have many sponsors and golfers that support
and love to play in this annual event. Our partnership with the
Guardians has made it rewarding for both organizations helping
women and men. A special thank you to Dick Wertzberger for co-
chairing and his committee including Cole Baschamp, Kirk
Crabtree, and Jeff Oliphant and many others. Most importantly the
support of GMCF and Vern Hendricks and Marla Brandon make this
tournament go very smoothly.

Fairy Godmother’s & Guardians 
Charity Golf Tournament

Special Thanks to our Title Sponsor: 

COMMUNITY FIRST NATIONAL

BANK

A special thank you to our Fairy Godmother’s
committee of Ann Knackendoffel, Judy Hughey, Lee
Meigs for reaching out to get our sponsors and
teams. We also had some dedicated volunteers of
Kim Roth, Vera Hintz, Karen Roberts, Jeanette
Roberts, Lori Goetsch and Vonda Copeland to help
out on the course.

Mark your calendar for OCT 5, 2026 next year for a Big
20th tournament celebration!

Therese Miller --- Co-Chair



The Hand Up Grant program impacted more lives this year by adding
new scholarship components. In 2025 the board added the GED and
driver license training as eligible scholarship areas. It made simple sense
to us. If you didn’t have a GED, you were limited in access to further
education. If you couldn’t drive your car, access to the classroom was
limited.

But the stories tell it all. We had two successful Afghanistan women
receive scholarships. Here is the story of one of the applicants.
“I earned my MD in 2020, but everything changed with the Taliban. I
worked to help over 37 Afghanistan individuals through evacuation,
including their time in refugee camps and safe houses. Now in
Manhattan, HUG is enabling me to become a nurse through the
Manhattan Area Technical College with personal hopes to go far
beyond.”

We also had several single moms tell their stories. Here are excerpts
from several interviews.
Mom 1 “As a single mother to my six-year-old son, I am pursuing higher
education not only for my personal growth but to build a more secure,
promising future for both of us.”

Mom 2 “Almost 10 years ago, I packed a duffle bag and headed to
Kansas with my 16-month-old daughter and another on the way. I had
no idea where life was going to take us, and the ride has not always
been fun. The HUG scholarship grant has allowed me to breathe a little
lighter.”

Mom 3 “I now want to dedicate my life helping mothers and babies by
working the labor and delivery unit. I’ve dreamt about it ever since I was
a little girl, but after my miscarriage I was determined and knew this is
what I wanted to do.”

Scholarships are available to Manhattan Area Technical College, Bellus
Academy, Manhattan Christian College, and Kansas State University.
Applicants simply contact Shepherd’s Crossing for assistance.

Please spread the word to your many friends and organizations. You are
changing lives far into the future.

Hand Up Grant
HUG Committee

Members:

Therese Miller

Cathy Scroggs

Jan Wissman

Lori Goetsch

Laura Armbrust

Kari Morgan

Jodi Kaus

Deb Rogers

Vera Hintz

Sue Maes

Cathy Waugh



The 18th Annual Lingerie Luncheon, hosted by the Fairy Godmothers’
Connections Committee, was held on Thursday, November 13, 2025, at the
Manhattan Arts Center. The event was once again a wonderful gathering of
generosity and fellowship, with several new faces joining our longtime
supporters for the afternoon.

Thanks to the incredible generosity of attendees and additional donors, we
estimate that more than $5,000 worth of lingerie and essential items were
collected for women in need throughout our community. In addition, a cash
collection was held to purchase gas cards for Shepherd’s Crossing, helping
ensure that individuals facing hardship have access to reliable transportation.

We extend our sincere gratitude to our sponsors for their continued support
of this meaningful event: Michele & Jim Blanton of Blanton Realty, The Trust
Company, and Copeland Insurance. Their commitment helps make this event
—and its impact—possible each year.

Lingerie Luncheon

The Lingerie Luncheon continues to be a special tradition
that brings the Fairy Godmothers together in a spirit of
generosity and friendship while making a tangible
difference in the lives of others. We encourage all Fairys to
join us in 2026—and bring a guest—to help continue
growing this wonderful event and its impact.

Ellen Knackendoffel Chair – Connections Committee

The donations collected at the luncheon were distributed to our
partnering agencies: The Crisis Center, Big Lakes Developmental
Center, The Homestead Ministry, Manhattan Emergency Shelter,
and Shepherd’s Crossing. These organizations provide critical
services and support to women in our community, and we are
proud to assist them in their important work.



Communications
Committee

As always, we like to take this opportunity to remind our members:

Engage with Fairy Godmothers on Facebook by liking and sharing
posts — your interaction helps our updates reach more people and
grow our community!
Not receiving our emails or mail? Use the online form so we can
keep you in the loop on upcoming opportunities!

-Ashley Bourne, Chair, & Salena Sauber, Co-Chair of
Communications Committee 

In 2025, the communications team continued its efforts to support the Fairy
Godmothers website, social media presence, email outreach and event awareness. To
share some highlights:

We worked with the Greater Manhattan Community Foundation (GMCF) to
dispatch emails in support of driving awareness for our February HUG fund drive,
the annual meeting, Grow Green Match Day, Wanderful Wednesday in August, the
annual golf tournament and Lingerie Luncheon.
We also updated the website regularly with event features, and we fine-tuned the
instruction on our grant pages to make it easier for women to understand our
grant programs.
We created social media calendar listings in support of Fairy Godmothers events.
We also helped push out the annual postcard announcing the Annual Meeting and
driving traffic to the Grow Green website!
We answered numerous emails and inquiries sent in to our central email account,
connecting many women in need directly with Shepherd’s Crossing to begin the
grant application process.
We also began a brochure update project in partnership with GMCF — a project
that came to completion in early 2026!

2025 also marked a transition year in our communications partnership with the
Greater Manhattan Community Foundation, as their previous marketing director
transitioned to a new role and a new marketing/communications team was
onboarded. We are grateful to GMCF for their continued support and partnership!
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Financial Report
December 2025 Year-to-Date

Fairy Godmothers Endowment

Revenues & Contributions
Investment Income
Distributions/Fees 
Net Change
End of Year Total Assets

Fairy Godmother's Operating
Fund

Revenues & Contributions
Investment Income
Expenses and Transfer
Net Change
End of Year Total Assets

Fairy Godmother's Grant Fund

Revenues & Contributions
Investment Income
Grants/Fees 
Net Change
End of Year Total Assets

Fairy Grateful Fund

Revenues & Contributions
Investment Income
Grants/Fees 
Net Change
End of Year Total Assets

TOTAL Fairy Godmother Assets

Hand Up Grant (HUG) Fund

Revenues & Contributions
Investment Income
Grants/Fees 
Net Change
End of Year Total Assets

Hand Up Grant (HUG) Endowed
Fund

Revenues & Contributions
Investment Income
Grants/Fees 
Net Change
End of Year Total Assets

TOTAL Hand Up Grant (HUG)
Assets

End of Year Total Assets with
HUG

2025

50,230
101,418

 (96,948)
54,700

768,862

52,882
 1,094

(31,591)
22,385

60,538
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Fairy Godmothers is an affiliate of GMCF, nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, EIN #48-1215574, incorporated in the State of Kansas

Lori Goetsch
Advisory Board
Chair & HUG
Member

Judy Hughey
Immediate Past
Board Co-Chair

Shelley Carver
Secretary

Taylor Holmes
Finance Co-Chair

Salena Sauber
Communications
Co-Chair

Ellen
Knackendoffel
Connections Chair

Peggy Crubel
Grants Co-Chair

Ashley Stalnaker
Vice Chair

Ann
Knackendoffel
Immediate Past
Board Co-Chair

Kim Roth
Treasurer/Finance
Co-Chair

Ashley Bourne
Communications
Co-Chair

Usha Reddi
Grants Co-Chair

Melissa Soldan
Events Chair

Kim Roth, Chair, & Taylor Holmes, Co-Chair of Finance
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A Special Thanks to Our
Sponsors Over the Years!

Adair Law 
Advanced Audiology 
American Family Insurance - Jim Feeney
Ameriprise Financial Services Inc. 
Ann & Mark Knackendoffel Arthur-Green 
Ascension Via Christi/Mercy 
CGN Advisors
Community Health Foundation
Copeland Insurance
Associated Environmental, Inc. 
Ayres Insurance Agency LLC 
Bank of the Flint Hills
Bayer Construction, Inc.
BBRP Land
BHS Construction
Bill and Sharon Snyder
Bill Wolf - Edward Jones Investments
Blanton Realty
Blueville Nursery, Inc.
Burnett Automotive
Capitol Federal
Carson Company/Pinchurst Villas
Central National Bank
CGN Advisors
Charlson & Wilson Bonded Abstracters, Inc.
Chiropractic Family Health Center
CivicPlus
Coldwell Banker
Commerce Bank 
Commercial Real Estate Services 
Conde Management Services 
D & R Construction 
Dan Weir 
Downey Ranch 
Eat the Frog 
ERA High Point Realty 
Fairway Independent Mortgage 
Corporation 
Florence Manufacturing

A very special thanks to all of our 2024 event sponsors! We received gifts from many special
businesses and individuals throughout the year and we would like to extend a special thanks

to everyone who helped promote and build our efforts!

GMCF 
Hatesohl Team
Hy-Vee 
Intrust Bank 
Joann Goldstein 
Ken & Judy Hughey 
KS StateBank 
K-State Federal Credit Union
Landmark Bank 
Larson Construction
Little Apple Toyota Honda
Lowell & Stacy Kohlmeier
Mark & Ann Knackendoffel
Midwest Concrete Materia
Miltonvale Development Corporation
Myer’s Insurance 
Nespor’s Wine & Spirits 
Oleen Law Firm 
Orazem & Scalora Engineering 
Peoples State Bank 
Pinchurst Villas/Carson Company 
Prairie Stone 
Professional Planning Services, Inc. 
R.M. Baril General Contractor, Inc. 
Redi Systems 
Rock Hill Real Estate 
Ron Fowles & Barbara Walter Family Foundation
Rose Pritchard 
Schultz Construction 
Schultz Real Estate Development 
Shepherd’s Crossing - C. Clyde Jones 
Simmons Company 
SPS Co./Jack Goldstein Charitable Trust 
Standard Plumbing 
Stoecklein Financial Services 
Sydney Carlin 
The Trust Company 
Therma Comfort Air 
Varney & Associates, CPAs, LLC 
WTC



THANK YOU to our 2025 Donors

Adamchak, Susan
Adams, Therese
Addair Law
Addair, Tom & Gabriela Vega
Albrecht, Drew
Alt, Carrie
Anderson, Phil & Dawn
Armbrust, Laura
Armbrust, Trent S. & Laura
Arpin, Tom & Lana
Auman, Vicky
Avalos, Evonne
Balderson, Mimi
Balman, John B & Seana K.
Banaka, Betty J.
Banner, Betty A.
Bayer Construction Company, Inc.
Becker, Caprice & Richard Harris
Beebe, Maria
Benjamin, Louise
Biggs, Lita & Todd
Bill & Erma Riley Family Foundation
Blanton, Jim
Blanton, Michele
Bolsen, Nancy F.
Bolton, Timothy A. & Hawes, Karen S.
Borck, Lee & Jackie
Bourne, Craig & Ashley
Brandon, Marla J.
Branson, Carolyn R.
Branson, Lindsey & Albrecht, Ashley
Brase, Sandra
Brewer, Steve & Missy
Browne, Anne
Brunner, Jo Ann
Bryson, Ruth E.
Burnett, Doris M.
Busch, Charles & Connie
Butler, Connie & C. Michael
Butler, Lyle & Christeene
Calhoun, Myron A. & Nancy J.
Carlin, Lynn L.
Carr, Joanne & Keith
Carver, Shelley
Cashman, Kate & Jerry Bays
Chapel, Diana
Chapter GX PEO
Chaput, Art & Beth Pannbacker
Claus, Becky
Claus, David & Rebecca
Claycamp, Tara
Coates, Gary & Susanne Siepl-Coates
Coldwell Banker Real Estate Advisors LLC
Cole, Robbin
Cole, Terrance D. & Robbin W.
Coleman, Shawn M.
Cooper, Janet
Cooper, Steve & Janet
Copeland Insurance Agency
Copeland, Jay & Vonda
Copeland, Vonda
Cox, Lois
Crenshaw, Nellie C.
Crites, Catherine D.
Crocker, Matthew & Taira
Cross, Loriel
Crubel, Peggy
Crubel, Theresa
Daveline, Sherri & Dirk
Davidson, Regina
Davis, David L. & Karen T.
Davis, Donna
Davis, Greg & Sharon

Davis, Lawrence & Linda
Davis, Terry & Donna
Dodson, Michael & Diane
Donnelly, Kevin J. & Sue M.
Doughty, Amanda
Ellis, Andrew & Courtney
Emley, Scott & DeeAnn Anderson Emley
Erpelding, Donna
Erpelding, Donna & Larry
Eyestone, Gail
Fair Eppler, Shannon
Fees, Bronwyn S. & Gary
Feltner, Britt C. & Camille S.
Fincham, Michael S. & Sharon L.
Finnegan, Barbara J. & Michael
First Presbyterian Church
Fiser, Kimberly & Doug
Fitzgerald, Amy
Foerster, Enell
Foltz, Darren & Jennifer
Fowles, Ron & Barbara
Francke, Daniel W.
Franz, Karen K.
Frost, Carlene
Fryer, Tom
Fulton, Rick & Beverly
Gamma Omicron of ESA #885
Goetsch, Lori
Goldstein, Joann S.
Gordon, Seth & Natalie
Gottschalk, Shirley
Gould, Rebecca A.
Graham, Mary Lee
Greene, Kathleen V.
Grice, Cheryl
Grice, Ronnie & Cheryl
Grinter, Helena & Mark J.
Gross, Diane & Dave
Haka, Clifford
Ham, George E. & Alice S.
Harris, Rose
Heidrick, Charles R. & Patricia A.
Henricks, Lane R.
Hill, Ellen L
Hill, Joleen J.
Hinkin, Douglas P. & Maureen K.
Hintz, Thomas & Vera
Hintz, Vera
Hobrock, Shirley & Brice
Holen, Kathy
Horchem, Cindy & Brad
Hughey, Judith K
Hughey, Kenneth F. & Judith K.
Hummels, Katherine R.
Hungerford, Mark D. & Susan
Hurt, Katha
Irvin, Arlene F.
Jahnke, Geneva
Janssen, Mark & Peggy J.
Jeffrey, Cynthia
Jilek, Julia
Johnson, Dee
Johnson, Dee & Bradley
Johnson, Linda
Johnson, Loretta
Johnson, Lucille E.
Jones, Claudia L.
Kaufman, Kate & Jeff
Kaus, Blake & Jodi
Keating, Rita
Keltner, Carol L.
Kennedy, Faye & William E.
Kesinger, Beth

Kimball, Judy R.
Kinney, Douglas & Lynn
Kiss, D E
Kiss, Elizabeth
Klassen, Jean
Kline, Patty
Klingler, Gene & Sue
Knackendoffel, Ann
Knackendoffel, Ellen
Knackendoffel, Mark & Ann
Kohlmeier, Lowell L. & Stacy M.
Kromm, David E. & Roberta J.
Kuckelman, Jerry & Linda
Lanksbury, Kathleen & Roger
Lansdowne, Bill & Heather
Lansdowne, Heather
Lauppe, George & Annette
Linders, Christy
Lindquist, James L. & Sally
Lyle, Jo
Lynch, Judith & Michael
Maes, Sue
Marks, Janice A
Matthews, Karen
Maughmer, Barbara
McAtee, Kimberly & James R.
McCowen, Andra
McCowen, Andra & Robert
McKain, Jack R.
McVicker, Earl & Molly
Meigs, Sherri Lee
Mertz, Mary T.
Miller, Therese
Morgan, Kari
Mullen, Bob & Jane
Oleen, Lana & Kent
Olewnik, Maureen & Jan
Oliphant, Jeff & Laddi
Olson, Edwin & Weis Olson, Linda
Osbourn, Donise
Parker, Nancy
Parsons, Tim & Patricia
Payne, Christopher & Amy
Pendleton, Margaret E.
Peterson, Donise R. & Dennis
Petty, Jo & Jerry E.
Philp, Mary Katherine
Pringle, Jim & Jane
Pritchard, Rosanne
Puntney, Linda S.
Raney, Gloria J.
Reay, M. C.
Reddi, Usha & Niehoff, Brian
Rees, Barbara
Rice, Charles & Susan
Richards, Mitzi
Richter, Linda
Richter, William L.
Richter, William L. & Linda
Ripple, Paula
Roberts, Janette
Roberts, Karen L.
Roberts, Thomas C. & Karen L.
Rodenbaugh-Schaub, Debra
Rogers, David & Debi
Rogers, Debi
Rogge, Lori
Ronnebaum, Megan & Kevin
Roth, Kimberly
Roth, Kimberly & Dwane
Ruzicka, Linda
Ruzicka, Linda & Thomas
Sauber, Salena

Schaffer, Brenda
Schaffer, Brenda & Vernon A.
Schiro, Lisa
Schlotzhauer, Mark & Kay
Schultz Construction, Inc
Schwandt, Gary & Jana
Scroggs, Cathy L.
Serrano, Destiny
Shankweiler, Larry S. & Susan
Skidmore, Debra E.
Sloan, Cynthia
Slocombe, Phyllis
Slocombe, Phyllis & Warren W.
Snyder, Bill D. & Sharon A.
Stalnaker, Ashley
Stalnaker, Ashley & Brent
Stark, G. Rebecca
Stegenga, Susan L.
Stevens, Kathy
Stines, Janine
Stoutenburg, Angela
Straily, Lucy
Streeter, Jenne
Strouts, DeAdre & Daryl
Swartz, April & Bill
Swilley, Esther
Taylor, DeWayne F. & Kathryn L.
Tener, Mick & Missy
The Stolzer Family Foundation
The Trust Company
Thibault, Dean R. & Mary M.
Thompson, Gabrielle & Weaver, Oliver L.
Thompson, Wyatt & Kathryn
Tolar, Mary
Towers, Wann
Tressin, Deanna
Trinkle, Laura
Trussell, Alice & Trusell, John
Urban, Gail
Urick, Lynn & Max
Vesta, Sherri
Vogel, Cinda & Lawrence
Volkmann, Nancy & Harley
Voos, Claudia & Terry
Wagner, Rebecca Klingler & Robert
Walsten, Kathy & Bob
Watts, Harry A. & Sherry
Waugh, Catherine
Waugh, Lynn J.
Weibert, Carol & Warren
Weigel, Kay
Weigel, Kay & Larry
Weis Olson, Linda
Weiss-Cook, Laura & Kevin Cook
Wendt, Douglas E.
Wertzberger, Richard A. & Linda E.
Westervelt, Sheri J. & Keith D.
Westman, Karin
Westphal, Michael J. & Theresa E.
Westphal, Theresa
Williams, Ann E. & J. Steve
Williams, Brenda
Williams, Larry G. & Ruth E.
Wissman, Donald J. & Janice R.
Wissman, Janice R.
Wright, Sue Ann & Keith
Yunk, Dan & Cheryl
Zapletal, Cynthia L. & Clay M.
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